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sions in the Yangtze Valley, give to Japanese the privileges of
religious propaganda and of buying land in the interior for schools,
hospitals, and churches, and that Japan be consulted before for-
eign loans were contracted for mines, railways, and harbor works
in Fukien.
When these demands became known, a storm of protest swept
over China. In the United States, too, criticism was freely ex-
pressed, and shortly after China had yielded to Japan's ultimatum
and agreed to comply with Japan's modified requests, the Ameri-
can Government notified both Tokyo and Peking that it could
not recognize any agreement impairing American rights in China
or the political or territorial integrity of China or the open door.
However, China could not hope to support its position by armed
force, the United States would not do so, and possible opposition
from Great Britain, France, and Russia was estopped by the ne-
cessity of retaining Japan's support in the European war. China
did demur, however, and it was only after months of negotiation
and a sharp ultimatum that Japan was able to obtain a settlement.
Even then Tokyo had to be content with only part of what it had
asked. China acceded to the first three groups with important
modifications in its favor; group four was met by a presidential
mandate which directed that no portion of China's coast should be
leased or ceded to any power; and the fifth group was reserved for
further consideration, except that Peking stated that it had not
permitted foreign nations to establish on the coast of Fukien
dockyards, coaling stations for military use, or naval bases, and
that it had no intention of borrowing foreign capital to set up
such establishments, Japan had won only a partial victory, and
even that at the price of the bitter hatred of the Chinese.
Although it had obviously bungled, Japan did not give up its
purpose to strengthen its hold on China. In 1916 Tokyo took the
occasion of a clash between Chinese and Japanese on the Mon-
golian-Manchurian frontier to make fresh demands—from which,
however, it subsequently largely receded. In February and
March, 1917, it obtained secret assurances from Great Britain,
France, Russia, and Italy that at the peace conference these
powers would support its claims to the former German holdings
in Shantung.
In 1917, China entered the war against the Central powers. It

